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The National Child Mortality 
Database

Commissioned by HQIP on behalf of NHS 
England

Led by University of Bristol in 
collaboration with partners

The Lullaby Trust, Sands and Child 
Bereavement UK are our partner charities

Started collecting data on 1 April 2019
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To collate and analyse information nationally to ensure 
that deaths are learned from, that learning is widely 

shared and that actions are taken, locally and 
nationally, to reduce the number of children who die.

Our Aim
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Child Death Reviews

Child Death Overview Panels (CDOPs) are tasked 
with reviewing deaths of children resident in 
their area

There is a legal requirement to notify deaths to 
NCMD within 48 hours

Following this a comprehensive, multi-agency 
information gathering process is carried out 

Information is collected on statutory forms and 
includes the views of families
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NCMD Analysis

There are two ways in which data is 
analysed by NCMD. Real-time surveillance 
and analysis of reviewed data

Real-time surveillance includes data from 
the 48 hour notification

Analysis of reviewed data includes the full 
dataset after review by CDOP (often not 
available until many months after death)
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Perinatal events
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“With children who had a neonatal illness being 14 times more likely to die all the way up to 

their 10th birthday, it’s clear that a whole-system approach will be central to tackling 

mortality. Across agencies, across health, education, social care and justice, we need to work 

together to consider every opportunity to improve. I am convinced that collectively we can 

make a difference.” – Dr Camilla Kingdon, President of the RCPCH
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GBD 2019 Universal Health Coverage Collaborators. Measuring universal health coverage based on an index of effective coverage of health services in 204 countries and 

territories, 1990-2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019. Lancet. 2020 Oct 17;396(10258):1250-1284. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30750-9. 

Epub 2020 Aug 27. PMID: 32861314; PMCID: PMC7562819.

The Global Burden of Disease 
Study reported the under 5 
mortality rate in the UK in 2019 as 
4.1 per 1000, the second highest 
amongst the 23 countries in 
Western Europe (average 3.4 per 
1000), after Malta.
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UK has the highest 
infant mortality 
rate in Western 

Europe
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Number of infant death notifications received by CDOPs by 

gestational age at birth in weeks and age group at death, year 

ending 31 March 2020 (NCMD England)

National Child Mortality Database 

1 in 3 deaths under 1 
year born extremely 

preterm (22-27+6 
wks)

Source: National Child Mortality Database; Second Annual Report NCMD_2nd_Annual_Report_June-2021_web-FINAL.pdf

https://www.ncmd.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/NCMD_2nd_Annual_Report_June-2021_web-FINAL.pdf#:~:text=The%20second%20National%20Child%20Mortality%20Database%20%28NCMD%29%20annual,from%201%20April%202019%20to%2031%20March%202020.
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Aim

• The aim of this work was to investigate how many

deaths in the 1st 10 years of childhood are

associated with neonatal illness

• The specific neonatal conditions involved

• The reasons the children died.
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Exposure: Likely neonatal illness
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All children who had received care in a neonatal unit after birth

+

Those who died in the first day of life prior to admission
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Population
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• All deaths between the 1st April

2019 to the 31st March 2021 (24

months)

• Child death review data were

matched with Neonatal records on

BadgerNet.

• Evidence of specific neonatal

conditions were identified from

text in the BadgerNet or NCMD

record.
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• For babies born alive, at or after 22 weeks gestation, who subsequently died before 10 years of age, 

half of the deaths occurred in children over one month old.

• Children who received additional care after birth made up 83% of children who died before their 1st

birthday, 38% of deaths in the next 4 years, and 27% of deaths between the ages of 5 and 9. 

• There is a clear association between childhood death following neonatal illness and learning 

disabilities. Over half of the children who died also had learning disabilities.

• From a public health perspective, it is possible that neonatal illness contributes to 72% of all deaths 

under 10 years of age.

The contribution of perinatal events to 
child mortality: Notified deaths
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Deaths through the first 9 years
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Neonatal Conditions 
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Contribution of children with perinatal illness to overall mortality
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Link with learning disabilities

National Child Mortality Database 

www.ncmd.info



Public

Regional disparities
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• Immaturity/prematurity related conditions caused 78% of deaths, 13% were caused by perinatal

asphyxia, 4% were caused by a perinatally acquired infection, and 4% were due to other causes. 

• In 17% of deaths, there was planned palliative care, and, of these deaths, the majority (93%)

occurred within a hospital trust. 

• Modifiable factors were identified in 34% of deaths. 

• Learning points or issues were identified in almost half (49%) of child death reviews.

The contribution of perinatal events to 
child mortality: Reviewed deaths
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Perinatal/Neonatal Events
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Place of Death
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Modifiable Factors 
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In Relation to:

• Antenatal Care

• Labour and birth

• Neonatal period

• Postnatal period

• Cross cutting themes:

• Communication and Language

• Bereavement support and services

Learning Points from CDOPs
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• Predict and prevent preterm birth

• Optimise the baby prior to and following preterm birth 

• Improve perinatal care to reduce mortality and brain injury after birth

• Community and Social Interventions

• Additional Data Collection and Processes 

Recommendations from the report
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The families who shared their stories for inclusion in this report so 

that we may learn, and improve services provided in the future

CDOPs and CDR Professionals

NCMD Support Team

Sarah Harris Child Bereavement UK

Caroline Lee-Davey Bliss

Charlotte Bevan Sands

Kate Fitch Tommy’s

Robert Wilson Joint Sands/Tommy’s Policy Unit

Nigel Simpson 

Helen Mactier and Wendy Tyler BAPM

Camilla Kingdon RCPCH

Forget Me Not Children’s Hospice

Greater Manchester’s Smokefree Pregnancy programme

SW ODN – PERIPrem Case Study

Clevermed

David Odd National Child Mortality Database, University of Bristol

Tom Williams National Child Mortality Database, University of Bristol

Sylvia Stoianova National Child Mortality Database, University of Bristol

Vicky Sleap National Child Mortality Database, University of Bristol

Nikki Glover UCL Partners

Peter Fleming National Child Mortality Database, University of Bristol

Grace Rossouw National Child Mortality Database, University of Bristol
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Further information

Follow the NCMD Programme on Twitter 

@NCMD_England

Visit our website at ncmd.info

Sign up to our newsletter at 

ncmd.info/signup
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Perinatal events
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“With children who had a neonatal illness being 14 times more likely to die all the way up to 

their 10th birthday, it’s clear that a whole-system approach will be central to tackling 

mortality. Across agencies, across health, education, social care and justice, we need to work 

together to consider every opportunity to improve. I am convinced that collectively we can 

make a difference.” – Dr Camilla Kingdon, President of the RCPCH


